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HOUSE BI LL 2998

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives P. Sullivan, Sinpson, Santos, MCoy, Chase,
Morrell, B. Sullivan, Hasegawa, Kenney and G een

Read first tine 01/18/2006. Referred to Commttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Rel ating to the high school assessnent system and anendi ng
RCW 28A. 655. 061

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 28A.655.061 and 2004 c¢c 19 s 101 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Beginning in the 2007-08 school year, the high school
assessnent system shall ((+nrelude—but—need—not—be—tmted—to—the
Washi-nrgton—assessrent—of—student—tearning)) provide certified
assessnent options for the purpose of denpbnstrating a student has net
state learning standards. Students in the graduating classes of 2008
and 2009 shall have opportunities ((fer—a—student)) to retake the
content areas of the assessnent in which the student was not
successful, and if approved by the | egislature pursuant to subsection
((2H)) (13) of this section, one or nore ((oebjeetive—alternative
assesswents)) certified assessnent options for a student to denonstrate
achi evenent of state academ c standards. ((Fhe—objeectivre—alternative

: | hall | ble i . I
i L L od I I I
VWashi-rgton—assessirent—of—studenttearni-rg—tor—eachcontent—area))
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(2) Beginning in the 2007-08 school year, students shall have the
option to select a certified assessnent option other than the
Washi ngt on assessnent of student |learning to denonstrate that they have
net state learning standards in reading, math, witing, and, beginning
with the class of 2010, science. Certified assessnent options shal
include but not be limted to portfolios, industry certification tests,
and other career and technical education assessnents used to determ ne
readiness for work force entry or higher education, and college
ent rance exans.

(3) Prior to the beginning of the 2007-08 school year, the state
board of education shall establish a procedure for certification of
assessnent options that lead to a certificate of academ ¢ achi evenent.
Certification of assessnent alternative options shall be based upon
denonstrated alignnent with the state |earning standards including
school to work goals. The level of student performance necessary to
neet state learning standards shall be conparable between all
assessnents.

(4) An advisory conmttee shall be established by the state board
of education for the purpose of assisting the state board of education
in carrying out this section. The advisory conmttee shall be broadly

representative, including nenbers who are educators, parents, and
representatives of cultural, linguistic, and racial mnority qgroups,
and the comunity of persons with disabilities. In devel oping the

process for certification of assessnent options the state board of
education shall

(a) Review national tests including, but not limted to, the
scholastic aptitude test, SAT subject tests, prelimnary scholastic
aptitude test, ACT assessnent, advanced placenent, and career skil
certification exans to determne whether students performng at
specified levels on such tests have denpnstrated that they neet state
learning standards in one or nore of the follow ng areas: Readi ng,
witing, math, or science;

(b) Wth assistance froma nationally recognized center affiliated
with a nonprofit or public university that has conducted national

research and eval uation of high school assessnents, evaluate research
and analyze existing assessnent nethods and systens in other states,
including but not limted to those states that have added multiple
neasures to existing state devel oped tests and those states that have
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moved from the use of state developed tests to other assessment

met hods. Such analysis shall include: (i) The effects of assessments
referenced in (a) of this subsection and other nmeasures including
portfolios on i npr ovenent of st udent per f or mance; (ii) t he

di saggregation of results for subgroups within the population; (iii)
the cost of the assessnents or other neasures on a per student basis
and the need for additional instructional resources; and (iv) the
ability of the assessnent or other neasure to provide necessary
di agnostic information for the inprovenent of instruction;

(c) Wth assistance from a nationally recognized center for
multicultural education, identify and adopt or develop culturally
relevant assessnents for students from denbgraphic groups that have
significant difficulty with the WAshington assessnent of student
learning and are overrepresented as failures wunder the current
assessnent system Such assessnent options shall be aligned with the
state learning standards and shall be conparable to other certified
assessnent options;

(d) Review the electronic portfolios developed in Washington state
to determ ne whether this nethod of collecting and presenting student
work can be adapted for cost-effective use as a certified assessnent
alternatives option; and

(e) Review internship, service |learning, and apprenticeship nodels
to determ ne whether they can be used as an assessnent option for sone
or all of the required areas.

(5) Subject to the conditions in this section, a certificate of
academ c achi evenent shall be obtained by nost students at about the
age of sixteen, and is evidence that the students have successfully net
the state standard in the content areas included in the certificate.
Wth the exception of students satisfying the provisions of RCW
28A. 155. 045, acquisition of the certificate is required for graduation
from a public high school but is not the only requirenent for
graduati on. The graduation requirenent in this section shall apply
when the state board of education has certified at l|east three
assessnent options as provided in subsections (2) and (3) of this
section, the legislature has approved the certification process as
provided in subsection (13) of this section, and students have been
given at least one academ c year to conplete an assessnent option to
obtain a certificate of academ c achi evenent.
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((3))) (6) Beginning with the graduating class of 2008, with the
exception of students satisfying the provisions of RCW 28A. 155. 045, a
student who neets the state standards on the reading, witing, and
mat hemati cs content areas of the high school Washi ngton assessnent of
student learning or other certified assessnent option shall earn a
certificate of academc achievenent. If a student does not
successfully neet the state standards in one or nobre content areas
required for the certificate of academ c achi evenent, then the student
may retake the assessnment in the content area up to four tinmes at no
cost to the student. If the student successfully neets the state
standards on a retake of the assessnent then the student shall earn a
certificate of academ c achievenent. Once (( ebfective—atternative
assesswents)) certified assessnent options are authorized pursuant to
subsection ((£3H)) (13) of this section, a student may use the
( ( objeetive—alternative—assesshents)) certified assessnent options to
denonstrate that the student successfully neets the state standards for
that content area ((H—the—student—has—retaken—the—\ashinrgteon
assesspent—ob—student—learmng—at—teast—onece—H—the—student
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((4)y)) (7) Beginning with the graduating class of 2010, a student
must neet the state standards in science in addition to the other
content areas required under subsection ((£3)})) (6) of this section on
the Washington assessnent of student I|earning or ((the—ebjleetive
alHternative—-assesshents)) certified assessnent options in order to earn
a certificate of academ c achi evenent.

((65))) (8) The state board of education may not require the
acquisition of the certificate of academ c achi evenent for students in
home- based i nstruction under chapter 28A 200 RCW for students enrolled
in private schools wunder chapter 28A 195 RCW or for students
satisfying the provisions of RCW 28A. 155. 045.

((66))) (9) A student may retain and use the highest result from
each successfully conpleted content area of the high school assessnent.
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assesshent—

£8))) (10) Beginning in 2006, school districts nust nmake avail abl e
to students the follow ng options:

(a) To retake the Washington assessnent of student |earning or
certified assessnent option up to four tines in the content areas in

whi ch the student did not neet the state standards if the student is
enrolled in a public school; or

(b) To retake the Washington assessnent of student |earning or
certified assessnent option up to four tines in the content areas in
which the student did not neet the state standards if the student is
enrolled in a high school conpletion program at a comunity or
techni cal coll ege. The superintendent of public instruction and the
state board for comunity and technical colleges shall jointly identify
means by which students in these prograns can be assessed.

({ £9—Students—who—achieve—the—standard—+n—a—content—area—ol—the

o asaVa N AY-O A N
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£29))) (11) Beginning in 2007, school districts nust permt
students to choose a certified option for denonstrating they neet state
learning standards in order to obtain a certificate of academc
achi evenent .

(a) Districts nust nmake the certified assessnent options available
to all high school students within the district.

(b) Districts shall permt students to choose a certified
assessnment option prior to the tinme they take the high school
Washi ngt on assessnent of student | earning.

(12) Subject to avail able funding, the superintendent shall pil ot
opportunities for retaking the high school assessnent beginning in the
2004-05 school year. Beginning no later than Septenber 2006,
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opportunities to retake the assessnent at |east twice a year shall be
avai l abl e to each school district.

achtevenent—eat—the state standards—))
(13) The state board of education shall establish a procedure for

certification of assessnent options for students to denonstrate
achi evenent of the state academ c standards. Bef ore any ((objeetive
alHternative—assesshents)) certified assessnent options are used by a
student to denonstrate that the student has nmet the state standards in
a content area required to obtain a certificate, the | egislature shal
formal |y approve ((the—use—ofany objectivealternativeassesshents))
the process for certifying and adopting assessnent options through the
omni bus appropriations act or by statute or concurrent resol ution.

((22r)) (14) By Decenber 15, 2004, the house of representatives
and senate education conmttees shall obtain information and
conclusions from recogni zed, independent, national assessnent experts
regarding the validity and reliability of the high school Washington
assessnment of student learning for making individual student high
school graduation determ nations.

((6+3y)) (15) To help assure continued progress in academc
achi evenent as a foundation for high school graduation and to assure
that students are on track for high school graduation, each school
district shall prepare plans for students as provided in this
subsection ((3))) (15).

(a) Student learning plans are required for eighth through twelfth
grade students who were not successful on any or all of the content
areas of the Washington assessnent for student |earning during the

previ ous school year. The plan shall include the courses,
conpetencies, and other steps needed to be taken by the student to neet
state academ c standards and stay on track for graduation. Thi s

requi renent shall be phased in as foll ows:
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(1) Beginning no later than the 2004-05 school year ninth grade
students as described in this subsection ((£+3))) (15)(a) shall have a
pl an.

(i1) Beginning no |ater than the 2005-06 school year and every year
thereafter eighth grade students as described in this subsection
((x3y)) (15)(a) shall have a plan

(ii1) The parent or guardian shall be notified, preferably through
a parent conference, of the student's results on the Washington
assessnent of student |earning, actions the school intends to take to
i nprove the student's skills in any content area in which the student
was unsuccessful, strategies to help them inprove their student's
skills, and the content of the student's plan.

(iv) Progress nmade on the student plan shall be reported to the
student's parents or guardian at |east annually and adjustnents to the
pl an nmade as necessary.

(b) Beginning with the 2005-06 school vyear and every year
thereafter, all fifth grade students who were not successful in one or
nmore of the content areas of the fourth grade Washi ngton assessnent of
student | earning shall have a student [|earning plan.

(i) The parent or guardian of a student described in this
subsection ((+3)})) (15)(b) shall be notified, preferably through a
parent conference, of the student's results on the Washington
assessnent of student |earning, actions the school intends to take to
i nprove the student's skills in any content area in which the student
was unsuccessful, and provide strategies to help them inprove their
student's skills.

(ii) Progress made on the student plan shall be reported to the
student's parents or guardian at |east annually and adjustnents to the
pl an made as necessary.

~-- END ---
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